Concise rather than brief, this useful book is one of seven titles under the series heading "The Requisites in Anesthesiology", reflecting current North American practice. It is derived from a training program run by the author at the University of Rochester and the Children's Hospital of Philadelphia, the author assisted by colleagues mostly from the same institution. It does, however, reflect practice elsewhere and includes reference to controversies familiar to all who anaesthetize children.
The book is divided into major sections covering developmental physiology and pharmacology, a useful section on co-existing disease, preoperative assessment, intraoperative management and postoperative care. Following this are sections on pain management and a comprehensive coverage of paediatric surgical procedures, a topic that usually gets minimal treatment even in larger reference texts. This last section is particularly useful for those unfamiliar with many of the newer surgical approaches and the increasing role of anaesthesia outside the operating theatre.
One potential criticism is the lack of referencing within the text; however such omission is understandable in this context. Instead, there is a list entitled "additional articles to know" at the end of each chapter. These lists could well be expanded to include other landmark papers in future editions as they are by no means comprehensive.
Inevitably in a book such as this, opinions are expressed that reflect the authors' practice and brevity precludes amplification. Despite this, it is sufficiently representative of local mainstream practice to be useful: though many might disagree on matters of detail, the principles remain the same. Trainees familiar with locally available alternative drugs should have no difficulty adapting to some of these differences.
This book manages to fulfill its aim admirably, reflecting a curriculum that grows in depth and complexity each year. Extensive use of case scenarios that are similar to those encountered on a daily basis by anaesthetists everywhere is especially helpful. Though aimed primarily at trainees, it will be useful for anyone wishing to update their knowledge of paediatric anaesthesia, especially those outside the major paediatric centres. It also represents excellent value for anyone preparing educational material. This well written and easily read book is aimed at anaesthetic trainees preparing for their final Fellowship examinations or revision of some sub-specialty anaesthesia. It would also be useful for consultants who want a quick revision for certain cases.
The book is divided into three sections, "General Considerations", "Anaesthetic Management" and "Special Consideration". The largest section is the General Considerations which discusses basic concepts of anaesthesia, including a good chapter on preoperative evaluation and testing and others on monitoring, fluid management, airway management, acid-base balance and haemostasis. All these chapters are informative and clearly written.
The next section deals with sub-specialty anaesthesia management. The chapters include thoracic surgery, neuroanaesthesia, urology, orthopaedic, trauma and burns, ophthalmic and ENT and a number of others.
The last section includes chapters dealing with general considerations and include obesity, allergic reactions, sedation, drug interaction and resuscitation. The last chapter collects and collates practice guidelines of the American Society of Anesthetists, as well as from the related specialties of neurosurgery, cardiology and regional anaesthesia. This chapter, although aimed at United States practice, is very useful to review and consider.
The format is excellent and includes summary boxes, figures and tables which direct the reader to the text.
The book would be a very useful addition to any teaching hospital library with the understanding that it is not a comprehensive textbook but a textbook that would be useful to trainees, especially when starting modular training in some sub-specialties.
P On first reading this recently published textbook, a most striking feature is the emphasis on the multidisciplinary approach in the search for successful pain management. This is not a new concept, but it is refreshing in that the leading editor is a Professor of Neurosurgery in the United States. Indeed, this is a book that not only targets the interested neurosurgeon but also the pain management consultant.
Essentially this is a reference text in the complex area of chronic neuropathic pain. The information is better organized and summaries are briefer than in similar texts. It is divided into four sections and thirty four chapters. The first section is titled Fundamental Considerations in Pain Treatment and presents a broad outline of the science of pain, approaches to pain management with an emphasis on addressing the psyche, and a basic review of drugs currently used in the treatment of pain. Being a multi-authored text, there is a certain amount of overlap of information between chapters. The chapter summarizing pharmacological therapies is very basic with strong recommendations for the use of opioids. Disappointingly, there is little mention of more commonly used drugs in Australia, for example NMDA antagonists, lignocaine infusions and tramadol.
The second section titled Pain Syndromes of Neuropathic Importance presents a short overview of neuropathic pain syndromes that are referred to surgeons. A brief history, current understanding, as well as medical and surgical treatment options for each syndrome are outlined. Chapter twelve titled Complex Regional Pain Syndrome, is an excellent summary of the difficulties in diagnosing this disorder and of the treatment options available.
Section three titled Neurosurgical Pain Therapies deals with the various surgical techniques performed in chronic neuropathic pain management. Presumably, neurosurgeons in the U.S.A. perform the neuroaugmentative procedures that chronic pain specialists commonly do here: spinal cord stimulation and intrathecal analgesic administration. Diagrams and photos (black and white) assist the descriptions. The full range of neurosurgical ablative treatments including their limitations and complications are presented.
The final section titled Miscellaneous Topics offers a variety of helpful tips including how to set up a multidisciplinary pain service and how to get your neurosurgical practice off the ground. In all, a highly recommended text: informative, clearly presented, providing an organized and brief summary of medical and surgical considerations in chronic neuropathic pain management. Neurosurgical pain management would be an excellent reference text for pain management units.
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